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So Much More Than a Stream
One of the passages of Scripture I am 
drawn to time and again is Ezekiel 47. In 
this passage Ezekiel has a particularly 
evocative and picturesque vision. You 
may remember it. Ezekiel is taken to a 
temple and, as he sees it, a small stream 
flows from the temple. He follows and 
the water turns into a deeper stream, the 
stream into a river and then eventually 
the river into the sea, where saltwater be-
comes fresh. Not only does the water get 
wider and deeper it also serves to bring 
life, whether through fish and animals in 
the waters or the trees by the side of the 
waters that have leaves and fruits that 
are replenished constantly.
What is astonishing about this pas-
sage is the way that the trickle of water 
multiplies so rapidly and causes so much 
abundance of life. The power of positive 
influence; the capacity of something 
that starts small to bring change. From 
arid soil to rich vegetation. From dryness 
to flowing water in which you can only 
eventually swim, for it is much too deep 
to wade.
Sometimes it is easy looking from 
a distance at Andrews University to 
wonder whether the great experience 
you had is still true of the experience 
today. Are students still leaving as 
faithful Christians, faithful Seventh-day 
Adventists? Does the University and its 
graduates really make a difference in 
the world and live the University motto 
to “Change the World?” If you hear that 
is not the case, please don’t believe it. 
My conviction, living here every day, is 
that Andrews University is very much a 
place of positive influence; comparative-
ly small, yes, but a place that is always 
about bringing change that aligns with 
the gospel and the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church.
As president, I have the wonderful 
pleasure of interacting with the com-
mitted professionals and students on 
this campus. I see them time and time 
again making decisions of faithfulness, 
of faith and of service. And I hear from so 
many beyond the campus that when they 
have paused to observe what has come 
out of this University they have indeed ex-
perienced a small stream that has turned 
into a river and then a sea of talent, com-
mitment and service that continues to 
change lives and communities in so many 
positive ways.
We are in the holiday season, a time of 
thanksgiving and a time of praise. And as 
I pause to personally rejuvenate and to 
thank God for his leadership in my life, I 
also pause to be very thankful for what I 
see at Andrews University. No, we are not 
perfect, but we see God’s leading every 
day in this place and in our students. I am 
thankful both for the generous heartfelt 
service so many give to us at the University 
and for that service so many alumni and 
current students give to others. I hope that 
as you read this edition of FOCUS you will 
be encouraged as I am encouraged, for in 
this edition we will try to give you glimpses 
through some of the windows of Andrews 
University, so that you too can see the be-
ginnings of the seas that today’s students 
will bring to the world of tomorrow. 
May God bless you abundantly during 
this holiday season.
Andrea Luxton, president
From the President’s desk
Seek Knowledge. Affirm Faith. Change the World.
Fall 2017—Volume 53, Number 4
15  How Change Day Changed Me
by Brandon Shin & ENGL115 students
This first-ever University-wide opportunity to 
share our time and skills in the community was 
a resounding success. Read how it impacted 
students from ENGL115 who participated.
18 Bringing Hope to Puerto Rico
 by Gillian Sanner
 When Hurricane Irma hit Puerto Rico, it changed 
the plans of two professors and 16 students who 
mobilized a rapid relief effort and flew down to  
help the inhabitants. 
22  2017 Homecoming
Beautiful fall weather made for a lovely weekend to 
connect with former classmates and colleagues.
26 The Next Chapter, Storyline Two
by Andrea Luxton
Continuation of the storylines from the 2017–
2022 strategic plan features the University's 
collaboration with the broader community.
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On the cover: Architecture 
students Anna Brown, Victor 
Perez Andino, Celeena 
Seats and a local Puerto 
Rican volunteer in the 
Buena Vista neighborhood 
of El Caño Martín Peña in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico
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Don’t forget to write
Letters are always welcome.  
To ensure a range of viewpoints, we 
encourage letters of fewer than 300 
words. Letters may be edited for 
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Visit Andrews University’s 
YouTube page to view recent 
events, including President 
Richard Lesher's memorial 
service.
Parents pray for Andrews students
Join the Andrews University Parents Prayer Group
This past summer, as Andrews Uni-
versity students finalized plans for the 
school year, a few parents began to inter-
act for a very important purpose—praying 
for their children’s experience at Andrews.
Shirlean Seawood, who has two fresh-
man attending Andrews, says, “Different 
parents here and there heard of other par-
ents who had a child going to Andrews. 
The parents started communicating, 
started texting...they were really excited 
to connect.”
Parents of current Andrews students 
made themselves available to parents of 
incoming students and answered ques-
tions ranging from what stores are in the 
Andrews area to what is essential for a res-
idence hall room. The parent group grew 
from two to six, and plans developed for 
the parents to pray together for their stu-
dents throughout the school year. When 
the fall semester started, the parent group, 
now expanded to 14 members, met in per-
son for the first time and prayed together 
with June Price, University chaplain.
Shirlean volunteered to coordinate 
the group and considered the best way 
to facilitate continued parent con-
versations. She created a website for 
the shared texts, emails, pictures and 
videos, and she arranged for a monthly 
prayer conference call.
The first prayer call took place on 
October 8, 2017, and 30 parents joined the 
call. The conference calls will continue 
the first Sunday of each month at 12 p.m. 
EST. Ten minutes are spent on welcome 
and announcements, and ten minutes are 
devoted to sharing prayer requests. The 
last ten minutes are spent in prayer for 
students, families and the University. Text 
message reminders also present names 
of specific students who are on the daily 
prayer list.
Casandra Slade, who has a freshman at 
Andrews, says, “Knowing that a broader 
‘village’ is praying for my daughter is 
so comforting. The group has been very 
supportive by sharing experiences that 
have guided me in providing impactful 
support to my daughter. My daughter 
has been covered in prayer, and when I 
ask her if she has prayer requests for the 
group, she provides requests because she 
takes comfort in her prayer requests being 
prayed over.”
“It’s just encouraging,” says Shirlean, 
“to know there are other people in the 
same boat who have the same issues and 
concerns and worries. Even though you’re 
going to pray for your child regardless, you 
have other people praying for your child, 
as well. It’s pretty powerful.”
All parents and guardians of Andrews 
University students are welcome to join the 
Andrews University Parents Group. 
For more information, visit https://
auparentsgroup.wixsite.com/website
June Price, University chaplain, prays with the new Andrews University  
Parents Prayer Group at the beginning of fall semester.
Andrews University: Andrews University Graduate Student 
Association: The Introduction—The Andrews University Graduate 
Student Association serves as the representative council with 
specific responsibilities to the graduate students and their 
families at Andrews University. (November 27, 2017)
@AndrewsUniv • Sep 29
Behind The Scenes  
(Flag Edition). #auedu 
#auhomecoming17 
#auengageglobally
@auptpostpro • Oct 12
Earl Pettman, 
teaching students 
during the Advance 
Spinal Manipulation 
course




Part of the Daily Wellness 
program sponsored by 
University Health & Wellness
autheatrewing It's less than an hour 
before our first performance! The 
throne room is ready! #auedu
NOVEMBER 17
andrews_university Andrews 
Autumn Videos We Like (thanks 
to our friend Rebecca May). 
#thankfulandrews
OCTOBER 18
andrews_university Can you name 
this fruit? Our SM Patryk Czajkowski 
on the island of Pohnpei can! The 
first person to answer correctly 
will receive a free, (decaffeinated) 
Andrews University official coffee 
cup! #auedu @austudentmissions
NOVEMBER 8
uleadprogram Some of our staff, 
students, and friends went to the 
Niles Chamber of Commerce building 
to help the Niles History Center/
Art Museum transition spaces. 





Music shared Carla 
Trynchuk's post  
String Literature  
and Violin Majors trip 
to Chicago. Playing 
incredible violins 







The view from the 
top of Lion's Head, 
Cape Town. 
Fun times at the 






Andrews Speaks 002: Tiffany 
Summerscales & LIGO: Episode 
2 of the Andrews Speaks 
podcast is now available! To 
hear Tiffany Summerscales 
share about her research 
on gravitational waves, visit 
andrews.edu/podcasts.
@andrewsuniversity
FACEBOOK
YOUTUBE
@AndrewsUniv
TWITTER
andrews_university
INSTAGRAM
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